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1. 'Mushk Budiji', recently highlighted in the news, is an indigenous variety of which crop?
(a) Rice
(b) Wheat
(c) Maize
(d) Jowar
Ans: a 

 A recent study unveils the secrets behind the unique aroma of Mushk Budiji, a na ve
rice variety from the Kashmir Himalaya. 

 Ini ally threatened by ex nc on due to low yield and rice blast disease, a revival 
ini a ve by SKUAST scien sts since 2007 has led to its slow resurgence. 

 In August 2023, Mushk Budiji was granted a Geographical Indica on (GI) tag. 
 This niche crop thrives under specific clima c condi ons, securing its place in 

Kashmir’s agricultural heritage.

2. Who has recently been appointed as the Director General of the Na onal Inves ga on 
Agency (NIA)?

3. According to the Brand Finance 2024 report, which brand holds the tle of the world’s 
strongest insurance brand?
(a) Oriental General Insurance
(b) Life Insurance Corpora on of India
(c) HDFC Life Insurance
(d) Max Life Insurance
Ans: b 
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 In the 2024 Brand Finance Insurance 100 report, Life Insurance Corpora on of India 
(LIC) maintains its global dominance, solidifying its posi on as the strongest 
insurance brand with a stable brand value of Rs 816 billion. 

 Cathay Life Insurance follows closely. Meanwhile, Chinese insurers like Ping An, 
China Life Insurance, and CPIC assert their dominance, with Ping An leading the pack 
with a significant increase in brand value to Rs 2799 billion, showcasing China’s 
influence on the interna onal insurance landscape.

4. Which country recently issued a warning following an anthrax outbreak in Laos?
(a) Thailand
(b) Indonesia
(c) Vietnam
(d) Singapore

5. Tata Motors and HPCL recently announced plans to establish how many EV charging 
sta ons by the conclusion of 2024?
(a) 5000
(b) 3000
(c) 6000
(d) 1000
Ans: a 

 TPEM and HPCL signed an MoU on March 27, 2024, to establish EV charging sta ons 
na onwide. The collabora on aims to install 5,000 chargers at HPCL pumps by 
December. 

 With 21,500 petrol pumps across India, HPCL plans to enhance customer experience 
by collec ng charger usage data. 

 TPEM will leverage insights from over 1.2 lakh Tata EVs to strategically select charger
loca ons. 
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 This ini a ve marks a significant step towards promo ng electric mobility in India.


